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Applicants would like to bring the Examiner's attention to the references listed on the 
attached form PTO-1449. It is respectfully requested each of the references listed on the 
attached form PTO-1449 be considered by the Examiner and that the document be initialed and 
returned to the undersigned. 

This statement is being filed after a first Office action on the merits, but before receipt of 
a final Office action or a Notice of Allowance. A check for $180 in payment of the late 
submission fee of C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p) is enclosed. Please apply any other charges or credits to 
Deposit Account No. 06-1050. 
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Attorney's Docket No. 

07977-275001 


Application No. 

09/854,120 


Applicant 

Yoshiharu Hirakata et al. 


Filing Date 

May 10, 2001 


Group Art Unit 

2812 



13?Sr#atent Documents 


Examiner 
Initial 


Desig. 
ID 


Document 
Number 


Publication 
Date 


Patentee 


Class 


Subclass 


Filinq Date 
If Appropriate 




AA 


5,566,009 


10-15-1996 
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EXAMINER: Initials citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with 


next communication to applicant. 
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